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All Christians are ministers of the church. At baptism, we are initiated into the body of
Christ. Through our baptism by water and the Holy Spirit we are given gifts which we bring to
the body of Christ for the sake of the ministry of the Church. Some Christians become
ordained ministers (deacons, priests and deacons) while some remain non-ordained but all are
ministers of the Church and share responsibility for the worship of God and he expansion of
Christ’s kingdom on earth.

The ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ and his Church; to bear witness to him
wherever they may be; and, according to the gifts given them, to carry on Christ's work of
reconciliation in the world; and to take their place in the life, worship, and governance of the
Church.

Each type of minister has a role in the worship of the church, and each is expected to
use his/her gifts to assist. All Christians are expected to participate in worship. Our worship is
led by a priest or bishop but the participation of all present is expected and required. Non-
ordained ministers (i.e. “the laity”) also have roles in worship and regularly participate as
musicians, ushers, lectors/readers, intercessors, servers/acolytes, chalice bearers and
Eucharistic Visitors (i.e. one who takes communion to those unable to attend public worship).
These roles are essential to our worship.

Each person is invited and encouraged to use his/her gifts in worship services. Those
who serve as usher, lector/reader, intercessor, server/acolyte, chalice bearer or Eucharistic
Visitor are trained by the parish and scheduled by the church office. Additionally, those who
serve as chalice bearer (technically, a Eucharistic Minister) or as a Eucharistic Visitor are also
licensed by the bishop.

Members serving in any of these roles are asked to agree to the following.
1. Members are asked to make a two (2) year commitment to serving in the role.

(Licenses for Eucharistic Ministers and Eucharistic Visitors are also valid for two (2)
years.)

2. Members are expected to attend at least one training session for the role during
each two (2) year period. Training sessions are normally scheduled once or twice
each year and are held at St. Philip’s.

3. Diocesan canons require that Eucharistic Ministers and Eucharistic Visitors attend at
least one continuing education event during the two (2) year period of the license.

4. Members are expected to serve at least one Sunday each month but the service
schedule may demand that one serve more often, particularly during Lent, Advent or
Christmas. The church office will produce a tentative schedule with the advice of
participants and circulate it for review. The church office will publish a final schedule
prior to the beginning of the each month.

5. If a person cannot serve at an assigned service then he/she will find a replacement
from the list of available people included with each month’s schedule.

6. Each of these roles is very visible to others in attendance and so it is important that
we conduct ourselves with decorum by the way we stand, sit and walk. Those



assisting in the service should always by pay attention to the service and participate
in the prayers, hymns and other congregational portions of the service.

Thank you for serving and for being available to assist in leading our worship. May God
bless your endeavor.
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