
Customary for Lectors, Readers and Intercessors

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
118 West Poplar Street
Harrodsburg, Kentucky  40330

Lectors, and readers intercessors read the first and second lessons, lead the Psalm.
The intercessor leads the Prayers of the People. In a service, the all roles are usually filled by
the same person. However, one, two, three or four people may be used, especially in special
services such a weddings.

Preparation for the Service

Obtain a copy of the readings at least one week in advance. You can get a copy from
the Parish Administrator or you can view the readings online at The Lectionary Page
(http://www.lectionarypage.net/). If there is a choice between two readings, for example two
Old Testament readings, ask the priest which will be used.

Go through the readings several times. Check the pronunciation of any names or
difficult words. You can ask the assistance of the priest, use a printed pronunciation guide or
use an online dictionary/pronunciation guide. It is very important to practice by reading the
lessons and psalm aloud, and listening to yourself. Often you will hear nuances which you
would miss if you were reading silently.

A lector or reader may choose to vest and process or to sit in the pews and come
forward to read the lessons.

A person serving as intercessor only should not vest and not process, but should sit in a
pew until time for the Prayers of the People.

If you will vest, please arrive 20 minutes before the service and vest. Normal vestment
is a black cassock with white surplice. Vestments are kept in the vesting room of the CER
Building. Each person should find a cassock which fits and then place a name tag on the
cassock to make it easy to locate for vesting before services.

If you will be reading from a marked or enlarged photocopy, please put it on the lectern
before the service. Please do not carry it with you to or from the lectern.

If you are using separate pages for the Prayers of the People (other than the service
bulletin), place your pages in a safe area in the rear of the church.

About 15 minutes before the service, proceed to the organ loft for prayers and any
instructions for the service.

Opening Procession

Have your hymnal marked before you process.
The order of the procession is as follows: verger, thurifer, crucifer, torchbearers, choir,

lector, server, lay Eucharistic minister (chalice bearer), gospel bearer, preacher (homilist),
deacon, priest, bishop’s chaplain and bishop. If a position is vacant, move up and follow the
person in front of that position.

When you reach the chancel, bow to the altar and take a seat on the right side of the
chancel. (The right side refers to side on your right when facing the altar.)



The Lessons

If you are sitting in the pew, walk up the aisle at the time for your reading. At the top of
the chancel steps, stop and bow. Then go to the lectern on the right side. (The right side refers
to the right when facing the altar.)

Introduce the lesson with “A reading from ...”. Because the chapter and verses are listed
in the bulletin and/or the Scripture insert, the introduction should include only the book (or book
and author) reference, not the chapter and verse.

Speak clearly and with a strong voice. After the reading, conclude with “The word of the
Lord,” or “Here ends the reading.” When your reading is completed, return to your seat in the
choir stall or in the pew. If returning to a pew, stop, turn, face the altar and bow before
proceeding down the chancel steps.

The Psalm

Introduce the Psalm with “Today’s Psalm is number XX, found in the scripture insert in
your bulletin.” If the Psalm is a portion and not the whole Psalm, then introduce it with “Today’s
Psalm is a portion of Psalm XX, found in the scripture insert in your bulletin.” 

Announce the manner in which the Psalm will be read. Options include:
in unison (not a good option if the Psalm is more than ten verses);
responsively by half verse or by whole verse;
antiphonally with one side of the church reading and then the other side (this can

be by half verse or by whole verse – whole verse is preferable); or
antiphonally with female voices reading and then mail voices (this can be by half

verse or by whole verse – whole verse is preferable).
There is no concluding statement for the Psalm.

The Prayers of the People

The Prayers of the People are led while standing in the aisle at the rear of the church. If
you are sitting in the choir stall then you should move to the rear of the church after the gospel
reading and before the sermon begins. If you are sitting in a pew then move to the rear of the
church during the last lines of the Nicene Creed.

Announce the Prayers by giving the form number (if there is one) and the page in the
Prayer Book. Speak clearly and with a strong voice. Be sure to observe the periods of silence
in the prayers.

As appropriate, incorporate the specific concerns listed in the bulletin into the Prayers of
the People. Include the dedication of the altar flowers (i.e. when the prayer form mentions
those who have died, insert “and for ______ in whose memory the altar flowers are given.”)

If you are sitting in the choir stall, return to your seat after the passing of the peace.

During Communion

If you are sitting in the choir stall, stand up and walk to the altar rail when the server and
chalice bearer begin to receive communion.

Closing Procession

The order to process out is the same as the order to process in. Wait for the choir and



join the procession after them. If there is no choir, then walk into the chancel aisle as soon as
the crucifer turns and begins to walk down the chancel steps. Make a bow to the altar, then
turn to your left and proceed down the chancel steps and aisle.

Thank you for serving!

Lector’s Prayer

Almighty God, whose blessed Son read the Holy Scriptures in the synagogue: Look
graciously upon the Lectors of your Church, and so enlighten then with wisdom and
understanding, that they may read your holy Word to the glory of your name, and for the
building up of your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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